VoAl dalg Ugisithg iLodn Guosalal

GEMS Wellington Academy

SILICON OASIS

25t November 2020

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Change to Learning Plan from January 10, 2021

After much deliberation, | am pleased to notify you that we are able to invite all students into
school from January 10, 2021.

Following multiple communications with the KHDA, we have agreed upon an approach that allows
this to happen, whilst retaining the high Health & Safety standards that we have had in place since
the start of the year.

We understand that the right to choose 100% remote remains, and we expect some families to
take up or continue with this option. Provision of learning for all students will continue with staff
continuing to learn and refine current teaching practices.

For your information, these are the key statements from KHDA that are pertinent to the changes
we are planning:

KHDA has no objection to the school providing parents with the option of 100% on campus
learning, alongside the options of continuing with blended learning and 100% distance learning.

As long as these partitions are in line with Dubai Municipality guidelines and social distancing is
maintained, Knowledge and Human Development Authority (KHDA) has no objection to this.

We have deliberately held the start date to Sunday, 10t January to facilitate a smooth transition
and we are looking forward to seeing more students onsite.

Please expect more communication and information on Thursday, 10t December and again in the
first week of the new term.
We will ensure you have everything you need to make the decision for your children.

Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) Day — Wednesday 25 November

Thanks to our Pastoral Team, especially Max Patrick, who pulled it all together, and also all staff
who contributed to this valuable day for our students.
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While there were many highlights, | wanted to make a special mention to Justine Saxton, Head of
Onyx House in Primary, who hosted two sessions for Year 12 and Year 13 students, on
Mindfulness and its value for the pressure of Post-16 life.

Students were extremely appreciative of her insights and information and came away with
valuable ideas and strategies to implement.

Post-16 Information and Enrolments

A huge acknowledgment and thanks to our Post-16 Leadership Team — Amy Cooper, Jack Luffman
and Emma Walker, who have this week hosted information sessions for options and enrolments
into our amazing Post-16 programme. The depth and breadth of the programme and its ability to
meet all needs is an absolute feature of WSO. A Post-16 Prospectus and associated sign up forms,
are due for release on Sunday, 29" November.

Amy also hosted a Wellbeing for Parents session last night with a focus on Years 11-13 parents as
their children prepare for mock exams.

If you wish to view any of these sessions, please contact me on a.kaifong wso@gemsedu.com

Year 13 Academic Review Day — Wednesday, 9t" December

Reminder for families of Year 13 students that this day is pending. We will be using the system we
used for the recent review days, which served us well. We look forward to meeting with you and
discussing the progress and next steps for your children.

Year 11 Mock Exams — from Sunday, 3 January 2021

A link to all relevant information has been sent by email to all families, and is included HERE again
for your convenience. If you have any further questions or concerns, please contact Assistant
Principal, Helen Hurford on h.hurford wso@gemsedu.com.

In addition, and vitally important, please email Helen if your child(ren) will NOT be attending the
exams onsite. We understand some families may opt for this however, we will need to know in
order to plan around this.

Mask exemption (from the KHDA)

Please note that masks are still mandatory for everyone at school above the age of six years. If a
student has a medical condition, which necessitates an exemption to wearing a face mask,
parents must apply for an exemption through the Dubai Police portal by using this link.
Applications are typically processed within five days, and parents will have to provide supporting
medical documents as part of the application.
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If the application is approved by Dubai Police, the student may be exempt from wearing a mask
on campus,but must follow all other social distancing and health and safety protocols.

Gifts and shared food

Just a gentle reminder that gift and shared food items should not be brought into the Academy for
other students or staff members. At this time of year, in normal circumstances, this would be
taking place to celebrate National Day, and festive season. However, we must remain compliant
with all health and safety rules, so please, follow this instruction.

Thank you for your support. Enjoy the National Day break!

Warm regards

Areiter

Andy Kai Fong

Key dates

Sunday 29 November National Day Celebrations and Activities

Monday 30 November UAE Martyr’s Day Recognition

Tuesday 1 December UAE National Day Holiday — Academy Closed

Wednesday 2 December | UAE National Day Holiday — Academy Closed

Thursday 3 December UAE National Day Holiday — Academy Closed

Wednesday 9 December | Academic Review Day - Year 13

Thursday 10 December | Reports published / Last day of Term 1

Sunday 3 January Term 2 Begins / Year 11 Mock Exam period begins




2020 i 25

;b‘;‘\]\ ‘QLQJM ‘;AJEAJ ‘)}aﬂ\y\ ;Lﬂ}i

2021 4\ 10 Ga I0kES) aladl) A ) s

10 e ) obie) A paal) ) ) asen 3503 (e (5538 Wil aSalif o ey oY glaal) (e I ey
e ol s gan pransy e e L) iyl et 5 48 jaall i ge Ba0xie YLl 2y 2021 il
bl 40y e Walina 5 il Adlall ASldl 5 Aaal) julae e Lalial)

138 B (s A Of @855 5 (Laild Jlay 7100 Rty 3ns 0 aledll sl 3 Gall o agdis g
il jlan (g alaill 8 (il sall ) el aa GOl maaad abeil) b 65 patusas A patiasi 5l JLal)
Al Gy il

et Talads il el iy Alall <13 KHDA (o i )l UL s 038 ¢aSila slaal

B alil) Ui [ 9a¥) el gh g J A paal) alE o () e ) Ayl Agalill g 48 jral) Al (s Gl
J100 Ay 32y (o8 alail) g gradal) aladl) A ) aiad) @) LA Gaila ) 7100 dsdy aalad) o )

4 pal) dia ()8 ¢ olaia¥) el o Blal) aa 9 Galy clald ) aa dlaii aludY) oda ¢ Lall
AN e Gl ) gl Gul (KHDA) 4l dzalill g

Ol (e 3 all Ay ) adbaii g paledl JEBY) Jagual il 10 2391 s el ) 2ee (e Lidie il
sl

sV & a1 8 (a0 5505 yrauwnd 10 G sall Ganedd) o s ila glaall s VLAY (o 2y 3all @ 55 6la
ALY )l HATY 5 galiad e JS 4Kl o el Cogas sl sl all Jacadl) (e

b i 25 slay ¥ - (PSHE) s3uai®yl g auall g slaial g aaddll a gl

A ¢ e el JS gan () ey il 8 Diamond ey il Sle dald 5 o550 Uiy b Juaiy
LSl 80 ol 138 3 ) gealos (Al Cpilh sall mpen




ONyX Feustty ¢ sinanSlas (s A pald J8 a8l o il 63l Blaall (e paall @llia IS Lai
2ay 3lad) Jasal Ltiasd g Adatill Jga 13 512 coall GOl s cdliaind Al dlai) dls jall 4
Gle 16

giill dad Claadl ial g S8 ) ) sl 53 g Ltila slaa g La L1 2D () 5 o QO S

16 22 Lol cdlauudll g il glaall

& samtl) 138 | Lt il ¢ S 55 Ly s sl g S (ool = 16 20 Lal ) (350 (K55 e i
Al e 45 508 5 el ) gLl 5 (Sae ey AN 16 am La gl o (8 Jamnsill 5 < jLall dpadle ) cilala
o5 L Adai jall Joansll 3lai s 16 220 Lo 35 Jlasa) ) Bl (e WSO J dalkae 5 jre ClaliiaV) aen
b 5129 asY)

Castall 8 GOl gel el gl e 58 i) ae dpalall AL "L dala 1M Gl Wl o) il
Aaad 5 clilaieY agllilal ety Lain] 3-11
e (o duaiV) oy clalall 038 (e sl Al & ()5 5 A5S 13

a.kaifong wso@gemsedu.com

el 9 slay N - 13 M‘ﬁdu‘\ﬂ aa s81l) a g4
3 0aY) daa) yall ALl 8 eliendinl (o3 AUkl axdiivin (3lea sl 128 Gl 13 Cauall COUa CDlilal SN

ALY AU ) ghadll g anill Ad8lie 5 2SHE ) adlat s Lied g3l

2021 ks 3 ) (e - 171 alall a0 gadl) cililasay)

3 e Lia dlranal a3 g o) s ) (S5 SV & gl jee Alall @) Sl glaal) st dayl  Jla ) o3
Ol el 3 acluay Juaill) oa i s AT @l jludind o Al 61 2Ka0 culS 13) oSial ) 5 Al
h.hurford wso@gemsedu.com e 258 ) 5

s pany O (pSlikal) aSlida IS Gl ) (35 KU & 0 o) (o ¢ Apad Y] (gas el L) ALYl
dal e a8 jea N linin Gl aa g clld HUia3 08 COUL) ary () gl (i gall 8 ) LAY
Jaadadsl)



mailto:a.kaifong_wso@gemsedu.com
mailto:h.hurford_wso@gemsedu.com

(il Apasil) 5 48 el A (1) (AelaSll) A8V (ge slic]

Ua o Alay Il S 6 (e (858 A el (& Gt ISV Al ) 155 Y 4as8Y) () AdasDle o
Al 50 A (e slie) e peaall Callay asil] cpall ol e Cany 4 ol gL 615 ) (g elieY) o 3l Al
https://www.dxbpermit.gov.ae/homeds ;I 13a aladinly o3k 44

e o 3aS daslall dphal) calaticeall 2385 (LY e i s call dased () puat b Sale Ll dallas o3
(k)

OS5 el SV 8 o Ll o)) e allal) glie ) oty 388 ¢ 3 Ada i U8 (e callall e 4880 gall s 1))
Al g daall 5 o laial) aclill Y S 5 g 5 aen g L) 4le ang

& yidiall aladal) g Lilagl)

Ol sall ol CaOUall 4 S ) AS yiiiall 4030 o) sall 5 Whagd) jliaa) iy Y 4l Caglal 5S35 0 e
o e anga s b sl aedly JUiia DU GlI3 S5y cdpaladl Cag Hlall 85 caladl (e 8 ) 128 8 0 AN
laglail) 038 ¢ Ll o 13T ALl 5 daall ae ) B aan (e jile Jlai () cang elld

B by e Ahe 81 il g aSecal | 4

B‘)lA ‘3_'\’1:\;3

Adacter



https://www.dxbpermit.gov.ae/home

g ) o) 530

Sunday 29 November National Day Celebrations and Activities

Monday 30 November UAE Martyr’s Day Recognition

Tuesday 1 December UAE National Day Holiday — Academy Closed
Wednesday 2 December UAE National Day Holiday — Academy Closed

Thursday 3 December UAE National Day Holiday — Academy Closed
Wednesday 9 December Academic Review Day - Year 13
Thursday 10 December Reports published / Last day of Term 1

Sunday 3 January Term 2 Begins / Year 11 Mock Exam period begins




